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Isn't it the time for our people to rest!?
Stop the wars - establish peace and democracy.
Before the Nakba of 1948, the Palestinian National Liberation League proposed the

Establishment of the secular, democratic State of Palestine; witch guarantee full and equal
rights for both Palestinians (including Palestinian Jewish) and Jewish immigrants.

Despite the periods in which armed conflict prevailed and after the genocide of the
Palestinians, the Palestine Liberation Organization(PLO) lean for a fair solution that would
stop the conflict and build peace.

Palestinian intellectuals proposed a two-state solution or a federal state or a confederation.

Intellectuals regained the option of a single, democratic, secular state and always with the
return of Palestinian refugees; The latest manifestation of this was a petition entitled "To Our
Other" (www.ajras.org) signed by Palestinian intellectuals (including Palestinian Jews),
Syrians, internationals, and Israelis.

It included ending the occupation and aligning to justice, equality, democracy, and
partnership in establishing one state that includes everyone on these principles.

Through the Palestinian Path of Pain, great Palestinian leaders paid their reputations, and
some of them sacrificed their lives.

In the forefront of them is the head of the Palestine Liberation Organization, Yasser Arafat, as
a result of their choice for peace.

Since there are still many Israelis who are still governed by the fear of coexistence with
others, and who believe in settlement expansion and occupation at the expense of others,
some of them are extremists who went so far as to assassinate Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin
to abort his approach towards a two-state solution.

There are many Palestinians who have concluded that Israel is expansionist and aggressive,
and that there is no future for all peace proposals.

Israel ended the possibility of a two-state solution through settlement expansion, tightening
the siege on Gaza, and insisting on a policy of Judaization. This indicates that extremism
weakens confidence in peace among the public.

In this way, the war raging now, and the violations and crimes against civilians, will lead to an
increase in hatred, anger, and the insistence on fighting and revenge, and weaken the forces
of peace. Then a new cycle of devastation, victims, suffering, and pain is repeated.

What motivates us - as we have been overwhelmed by the bitter experiences of wars - is to
re-declare that there is no escape or salvation for the two peoples, as well as the peoples of
the region, except through the path of peace and democracy, as it preserves people’s lives
and their livelihoods, and opens horizons for a better future for all. It is the historically proven
path, the least expensive and the most promising, if the political will is present.

The path that the international community needs to take is to impose an end the war and
address its effects, release prisoners and detainees from both sides, and impose a peace
process based on international law, international resolutions, and the Charter of Human
Rights.
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